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Climate Change: From Ohio 
to Costa Rica to Malawi (pg. 9)

"When kids get the chance to play in nature, 

they grow up to become the protectors of our 

environmental future."



This year marks the OEC’s 
50th anniversary. Back in 
1969 when our 
organization formed, 
Ohio faced some major 
crises, but our intrepid 
founders knew they had 
to fight for the health of 
our air, land, and water. 
This year, you’ll hear a lot 
from us about the issues 

we’ve faced, the wins we’ve had, and the growth we’ve 
seen as an organization. 

This summer in Cleveland, in coordination with the 50th 
anniversary of the Cuyahoga River fire, we’ll celebrate how 
far we’ve come, but know that we’re also looking toward 
the next 50 years. Our fight continues, and we’re stronger 
than ever.  

Today, the threat of climate change looms large. In the past 
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few months, some major scientific studies made the 
environmental movement’s path forward clear — our 
society has just about a decade to change direction before 
our climate becomes too damaged to fix. If we miss this 
deadline, the consequences for our planet will be severe, 
and drastically alter our way of life. We can no longer afford 
to kick this can down the road.

The OEC has taken the charge to heart, and we’re fighting. 
We’re invested in diverse communities around the state. 
We’re learning about what it takes to bring about change in 
our city halls. We’re pushing folks across Ohio to join us as 
we advocate for a healthier future. 

As I travel the state and speak with stakeholders and 
communities, I know that folks around Ohio are eager to 
join us. They’re willing to advocate for clean energy, water, 
and land. They’re willing to step up and provide testimony, 
speak to elected officials, and make changes at the local 
level. I’m so inspired by Ohioans’ commitment to making 
their state a better place. The OEC is proud to stand 

alongside them as we move forward to help fix 
our climate crisis. 

Without your support of our movement, we 
would not have been going strong for 50 years. 
We would never have been at the Statehouse 
talking to decision makers, and we wouldn’t have 
advocated for Ohio’s environment in Washington, 
DC. If you didn’t have our backs, we wouldn’t have 
been able to secure protections for lands across 
Ohio, or meet with community leaders across 
Northern Ohio to discuss the future of Lake Erie. 

Over the last 50 years, our mission has been 
powered by you. And I’m so excited to see what 
the OEC can do in the next 50 years, together. 

1969
In September, the OEC was 

founded by a group of 
local activists who wanted to 
protect Ohio's environment.

1969
In June, the Cuyahoga River 

caught fire, shining a light on 
environmental threats to air, 

water, and land.

The OEC staff and board at a retreat in March.

From the Desk of Executive Director, Heather Taylor-Miesle



When I first got out of 
the Air Force and came 
back to Ohio in the 
mid-1970s, I had been 
gone for four years, 
and the country was 
in turmoil. Our air was 
unbreathable, our land 
was ravished by the oil 
and gas industry, and 
the Cuyahoga River was 

so polluted that there wasn’t a fish alive in it. But, the 
OEC was here, and fighting. At the time, it was just a few 
founding members with a goal to stop some of the more 
serious issues facing our natural landscape. 

Over the next decade, I watched as the OEC helped form 
the Ohio EPA and enforce the Clean Water and Clean Air 
Acts throughout the state. In 1987, when I became the 
Director of the Ohio EPA, I sought to work closely with the 
OEC on cleaning up our rivers. 

One of my fondest memories was the 20 year 
commemoration of the Cuyahoga River fire in 1989, an 
event that shined a light on a lot of the regulations and 
protections that we worked so hard to implement. 

Governor Dick Celeste and I were planning to do a boat 
trip on the river to celebrate how far we’d come. But, the 
day before we were scheduled to go out on the water, a 
special guest was added to the invite list: Robert Redford. 

Redford was in Columbus campaigning for Democratic 
Presidential candidate Michael Dukakis, but when he found 
out about the commemoration, he diverted his whole 
itinerary to travel up to Cleveland, giving us no advance 
notice. Redford cared a great deal about the environment, 
and he drove a ton of press and people to the event. 
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1972
Stopped a proposal for a 

dam at Clear Creek in 
Hocking and 

Fairfield Counties.

While we were on the boat giving our speeches, I 
remember Redford pointing at a guy who was rowing 
on the water. He said, “this man is the perfect example 
of how much the river has improved!”  We explained to 
him that the Ohio EPA and the OEC were instrumental in 
getting this river clean up and he was awestruck. 

Now it’s been 30 years since I was on that boat with 
Redford, and 50 years since the original blaze, and the 
Cuyahoga is recognized as one of the cleanest and best 
rivers in the state. In fact, Ohio now has 15 officially 
designated Scenic Rivers — in large part due to the work 
of the OEC. 

My hope is that 30 or 50 more years from now, future 
generations of 
environmental 
leaders look back 
and recognize 
that while the 
fight for clean 
air, water, and 
land may seem 
daunting, one 
day they'll look 
at their progress 
and know it was 
well worth it.

1981
Worked with the Ohio 

Department of 
Natural Resources to set up a 
recycling and litter program 

to redirect landfill waste.

Rich Shank (left) and 
Robert Redford (right) 
at the Cuyahoga River 
Fire anniversary in 
1989. Photo provided 
by Rich Shank.

From the Desk of Executive Director, Heather Taylor-Miesle From Board President, Rich Shank



When kids get the chance 
to play in nature, they 
grow up to become the 
protectors of our 
environmental future. 
That’s why the OEC is 
working to make sure all 
children have access to 
parks and the freedom to 
explore them. 

In November 2018, the OEC worked with our partners at the 
Friends of the Columbus and Franklin County Metro Parks, 
where I am honored to serve as President, to pass a levy to 
expand our parks and greenways here in Central Ohio. 

Together, with the help of thousands of our members, and 
hundreds of thousands of voters, we passed the levy by a 

landslide margin and 
received the highest 
number of votes for a 
county park levy in Ohio 
history.  

The need for green spaces 
like parks is only going to 
become more important. 
By the year 2050, Central 
Ohio is expected to see 
one million new people 
living here, and the area is 
already preparing. Every 
day, ground is broken for 
new housing projects, 
more businesses, and 
new industries — all 
while opportunities for 
public land are dwindling. 
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1983
Worked with the State to 

secure a tax check-off, 
allowing Ohioans to donate 

part of their refund to 
wildlife habitat and scenic 

river programs.

1982
Halted the sale of over 
one-third of the Wayne 

National Forest (a proposal by 
Interior Secretary James Watt) 
and increased the size of the 
Wayne by over 50 percent. 

If we don’t protect green spaces now, they will become 
over-developed in the future and our environment and the 
health of the people that live here may suffer. 

Our Metro Parks are cool places to hike, bike, or enjoy a picnic, 
but they also play a critical role in protecting our waterways. 
As you ride up and down the Greenway Trails that connect our 
parks and neighborhoods, you will see wetlands and prairies 
full of native plants. They soak up pollutants and protect our 
drinking water in the Scioto River along with the other rivers 
and creeks that criss-cross the region. And our bigger Metro 
Parks, like Battelle Darby Creek, act as “carbon sinks,” 
absorbing carbon pollution in the air, and returning it to the 
earth — offsetting our greenhouse gas emissions by a huge 
margin. 

But our parks are more than just shields against climate change. 
Access to parks creates social equity offering an escape from 
the hustle of everyday life, especially for our children. It is 
our mission to make sure you don’t need to have a car to go 
somewhere beautiful, but instead have a natural wonder easily 
accessible right in your backyard. 

I love that instead of playing on the street, kids can hop on a 
Greenway Trail and be transported to a naturally fantastical 
place. When I see the wonder in a young kid’s eye when they 
see a deer or a bison for the first time, I can’t help but notice 
that they suddenly become inspired and want to learn more. 
We want every child, especially those in areas that have been 
neglected by our society, to see these wonders. As 
communities of color and low-income neighborhoods struggle 
with the challenges of life, it is all the more imperative for our 
parks to be free and accessible for all to enjoy. 

Investing in our public lands is investing in our future, and park 
levies like the one we helped pass, will ensure that kids grow 
up and build a sustainable, lasting future with equality, respect, 
and dignity for all. Aryeh Alex teaches a young visitor about 

bison at Batelle Darby Creek Metro Park.

From the Vice President of Public Affairs, Aryeh Alex
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A special thank you to our Green Giving Club sustaining members. 
Your continued support makes a difference every day for 

air, land, and water. 

1989
Helped establish a policy 
for public warning labels 

where pesticides and 
herbicides are applied.

1985
Worked with Gov. Dick Celeste 

on the first Great Lakes 
Charter, an agreement 

between eight states and two 
Canadian Provinces to manage 

the Great Lakes Basin. 

In 2008, my husband Jon and I 
went on an OEC canoe trip down 
the Little Miami River. A group of 
passionate young people, who 
had worked hard to clean up this 
part of the river, taught us about 
the ecosystem and the 
importance of protecting our 
waterways. It was on that trip 
that Jon and I were bonded with 
the OEC, and we knew we 
wanted to do more. 

We have been longtime donors 
to the OEC, but decided to start 
giving monthly about five years 
ago. Every year, we are reminded 
in some way about the incredible 
work the organization is doing to 
protect the environment. 

Recently, I was moved by Carol 
Davey’s story where she talked 
about the “moxie” of people in the 
Southeast Ohio region who care 
about their natural resources, 
but might not necessarily call 
themselves environmentalists. 

In a talk with Jon about the difference between 

Join the Club! Learn more at: bit.ly/Green-Giving-Club

words like “moxie,” “chutzpah,” 
and “gumption,” it struck me that 
Carol’s way of organizing is very 
much like the work I see here in 
the Cleveland area with 
another organization that’s dear 
to my heart, the Greater 
Cleveland Congregation. 

This collective of 40 religious 
organizations, including mosques, 
synagogues, and churches, has 
been all about figuring out what 
truly moves people and 
working with them toward 
common solutions, just like 
Carol’s work in Southeast Ohio.  

I am dazzled by her work, and by 
the power of local organizing. 
You can accomplish so much 
more when you get in the heart 
of the community. I hope we can 
continue to find meaningful ways 
to connect on the environment, 
whether it’s through a canoe trip, 
a public hearing, or a nice glass of 

iced tea on the porch. We just have to stay committed 
to that determination, that moxie, and change will 
continue to come. 

Laurenda and Jon Messer are longtime OEC 
donors.  Photo provided by Laurenda from a trip 
to the Grand Canyon. 

From the Vice President of Public Affairs, Aryeh Alex From Green Giving Club Member, Laurenda Messer



Growing up in the small town of 
Shelby, Ohio, community action 
and support became second 
nature to me. I dedicated myself 
to becoming an environmental 
advocate for clean water, air, 
energy, and public lands, 
inspired by my pride for the 
community that raised me and 
helped shape my values. 

Having dealt first-hand with water contamination issues 
throughout my youth, the Ohio Environmental Council is an 
organization I actively support in their stance to protect access 
to safe, clean drinking water. In recent years they have 
developed numerous valuable proposals, working closely with 
state and federal government, to take action for the protection 
of Ohio residents and their access to clean water. 

My hometown is now working on a $7.2 million wastewater 
treatment upgrade, thanks to OEC’s action to make sure the 
Ohio EPA’s regulations are upheld. This will bring safer, cleaner 
water to the community as well as much needed economic 
benefits. 

I am now a resident of Columbus, pursuing Bachelors of 
Science degrees in Environmental Policy and City & Regional 
Planning to further my environmental advocacy work within 
state and local government. 

I find pride in becoming one of the newest members of the 
OEC Emerging Leaders Council, working together to educate 
our communities and influence future generations to stand for 
protecting our environment and taking action on issues that 
hit close to home.
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2000
Worked with the State to 

establish the Clean Ohio Fund, 
which created $400 million in 

state funding to preserve green 
space, build trails, and 
redevelop brownfields.

1994
Worked with the Ohio EPA on 

the Citizens Issue 
Pollution Prevention Program, 

bringing reform to U.S. 
hazardous waste policies.

Thank You to 
Our Volunteers

Adam Alkire
Ashley Alkire
Claire Allely
Brianna Bajakian
Jared Beurger
MacKenzie Boyd
Laura DeYoung Minning
Jessie Dickson
Philip Ewing
Philena Irene Farley
Elaine Fujimura
Michael Goldman
Chelsea Granados
Kurt Hernon
Page Hernon
Ben Kile
Marissa Lazaroff
Megan Mast
Chelsea McCormack

Olivia Minnie
Jordan Pazol
Liz Powers
Collin Ries
Nick Roberts
Brooke Roman-Hidas
Chris Rupp
Anthony Sasson
Jan Segal
Robert Simeral
Anna Siriano
Tony Skrabak
Helen Sudhoff
Anna Sullivan
Violet Taylor
Cora Taylor
Monti Taylor
Bailey Wilson
Nora Zacharski

Meet our inaugural OEC 
Emerging Leaders Council!

Top (left to right): Erich Hiner, Tama Ricks, Alex 
Slaymaker, Ericka Drinkhouse, Greg Marsano, Sam 
Schwab Bottom: Roman Suer, Ryan McMullen
Not pictured: Jessica Dalzell, Maeve Hogel, Katie 
LeBlanc, Elizabeth Lugviel

From Emerging Leader, 
Tama Ricks
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2003
Established the 

Environmental Law Center, the 
first and only law center focused 

exclusively on enviromental 
issues in the state.

2008
Worked with the 

Public Utility Commission of 
Ohio on the Renewable 

Portfolio Standard to compel 
utilities to cut energy waste and 

invest in renewables. 

Because we fight for you, we jumped 
headfirst into something where a lot 
of entrenched interests didn’t think we 
belonged. 

I was just a law student 
looking for ways to get 
involved in the nonprofit 
field when I started at the 
OEC as an intern in 2004. 
At the time, most of our 
legal cases were handled 
by outside counsel and 
there was a clear need for 
a legal department within 
the organization. I pitched 
my idea to then-Executive 

Director, Vickie Diesner, and one year later, she made me 
the organization's first staff lawyer. 

Over the past 14 years we’ve won some landmark cases, 
like the Lake Erie Shoreline Case, where we partnered with 
the National Wildlife Federation to defend the people's 
right to access the shoreline and protect our precious Lake 
Erie. We’ve also taken on more community-focused cases. 
About six years ago, a small wetland in the middle of an 
urban area was threatened by a major corporation, which 
tried to file a permit to develop the land. Together with a 
group of concerned citizens called the Friends of the 
Sawmill Wetlands, we took the developer on to save this 
urban oasis. Battle after battle, we fought for the rights of 
the community and the environment. The case traveled 
all the way up to the Ohio Supreme Court, who ruled in 
our favor and protected the park from being turned into 
another strip mall or parking lot. 

Our work with the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
(PUCO) is where we’ve really made the biggest impact. The 
OEC has been involved in dozens of cases to implement 
and defend the Renewable Energy Standard and Energy 
Efficiency Standard, which have both played a huge role in 
limiting our use of fossil fuels and fighting climate change 
in Ohio. To me, that’s the core of our mission because 

climate change deeply impacts Ohioans’ access to clean 
air, land, and water. 

We were one of the first environmental groups to 
become heavily engaged in PUCO cases, and go up 
against big industrial companies who had been 
promoting their agendas for years. 

Even though it was new and it was tough, we stood up. 
Now more than a decade later, we’ve grown 
exponentially from just one staff attorney to a team of 
dedicated, smart, strategic people who care about these 
issues and impact the lives of Ohioans every day. 

My goal for the law center is to be strong enough to take 
on the giant cases, while remaining nimble enough to 
take on the small community-focused ones. 
This is because the court is truly the last backstop to 
environmental degradation, and a strong environmental 
law center fills huge needs in the state. 

Our law center sets us apart from other environmental 
groups, and proves that we can be a catalyst for positive 
change from backyards all the way to the Ohio Supreme 
Court. I plan on continuing to instill those values into 
our young law students so that when they go off to do 
bigger things, they leave with an appreciation for how 
the legal system can inspire change — and are prepared 
to take the lead on these issues for the next generation. 

From the OEC Law Center, Trent Dougherty
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2012
Worked with ODNR to found 

the Coalition to Protect Ohio's 
Parks to fight oil and gas 

drilling in Ohio State Parks.

2008
Worked with the State on a 

constitutional 
amendment to enable the 

Great Lakes St. Lawrence River 
Basin Water Resources 

Compact.

I wouldn’t necessarily have 
called myself an 
environmentalist before 
I started working at the 
OEC. But, growing up in 
Columbus, I spent a lot 
of time outside, learning 
from Ohio’s natural   
beauty — it wasn’t until 
recently that I realized that 
I wanted to protect it. 

I am first generation and my family is from 
Malawi where lush, untouched landscapes are 
everywhere. Because of this, the people tend to have a 
much more intimate relationship with the natural world.

Two years ago, I visited my Uncle Billy, who lives in the 
middle of Liwonde National Park in Malawi. I was blown 
away by the breathtaking scenery and the rich, thriving 
ecosystems in the park, an environmentalist’s dream. 
My uncle is a walking encyclopedia and brilliant 
jack-of-all-trades who has figured out how to supply power 
and water to his hotel using solar, even though there’s no 
electric grid. For him, solar is the only option, but also the 
best option because it’s low-impact, reliable, and 
sustainable — the same reasons that many in the U.S. use 
solar power, even though the context may be different. For 
the people in Malawi, environmentalism means protecting 
their heritage while building a better life.

I experienced the same thing living in Costa Rica during my 
time in the Peace Corps. Sustainable practices and 
progressive environmental policies are everywhere. Since 
2016, over 98 percent of Costa Rica’s energy output was 
from renewable sources. Recycling and composting is a way 
of life, a necessity — not something you can opt out of or 
choose not to do. Treating the natural world with respect is 

integral because everyone’s lives are directly connected to 
it. For Costa Ricans, environmental sustainability is a vital 
and foundational part of their culture, even though they 
might not necessarily use those words. 

From OEC Events Coordinator, Tamaliyapo Mphande

Billy Mphande teaching children at Liwonde National Park about the 
importance of protecting the environment.

The people who live in places like Costa Rica and Malawi 
are often the most heavily impacted by climate change 
and by our choices here in Ohio, especially when it comes 
to our action (or lack of action) on climate change. It may 
seem like the situations or contexts are very different — 
but often, if we look deeper, we can find common values 
like sustainability. There is a lot we can learn from 
developing nations and how they treat environmental 
protection, as a necessity rather than a luxury.  

So, while we all think of environmentalism in a different 
way, we all share environmental values, whether you’re 
from Malawi or Costa Rica, or the suburbs of Columbus, 
Ohio. There are always opportunities for us to come 
together and learn from one another on the issues that 
affect us all, to understand that clean air, water, and land 
are essential to our way of life — no matter where you are 
from or what words you use to describe yourself. 
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2014
Rallied community opposition 
to stop a proposed open-lake 
dumping project in Lake Erie, 

keeping toxic 
sediment out of the lake.

2013
Worked with the Ohio 

Department of Forestry to 
protect 8,000 acres of the 

Shawnee Forest backcountry 
from logging.

There will always be a need for diverse voices 
to unify around their support of environmental 
quality and the conservation of natural resources 
in Ohio — that is why the Ohio Environmental 
Council was formed in 1969, why it has endured 
for 50 years, and why it is so effective today.
 
When I first arrived at the OEC in 1977 as the 
second executive director, I was freshly gradu-
ated from Denison University. At the time, I was 

the only staff person and our budget was nothing more than pocket change. But 
working for the betterment of the environment was my passion, my dream. 
 
Our first major victory during my time at the OEC was the creation of the 
voluntary income tax refund check-off on state tax forms. With this box — which 
you can still find on your tax forms today — people could donate part or all of 
their refund to wildlife and scenic rivers programs.
 
We launched the first Environmental Gala (now the Green Gala) and we held 
regular meetings with the governor and agency directors.  We established funding 
with some of our greatest grantors at The George Gund Foundation, The Joyce 
Foundation, and The Charles Stewart Mott Foundation — all of whom 
continue to support the OEC to this day. 
 
Looking back, the policy and organizational achievements were tremendous. But, 
these achievements come and go. What really endures are the people behind these 
efforts, including the legions of volunteers who fold newsletters, make phone 
calls, and give money. There are a lot of unsung heroes behind the OEC and many 
of you were not only colleagues, but also became permanent friends of the 
organization.
 
I was honored to serve as a board member following my tenure and have been 
delighted to see the organization grow into the powerhouse that it is today. 

The environmental movement is just as important as it was in the 70s, 80s, and 90s 
and we face some of our toughest challenges yet. But, if there’s anything that 50 
years of this organization can teach us, it’s that we will find a way.

LEGACY CLUB
We extend an extra measure of
gratitude to our members who
have included a bequest or gift to 
the OEC in their estate plan.

Anonymous (2)
Marketa Anderson
Kathy Barber*
Richard Behymer*
Linda Butler & Steven Nissen
Beth Crane & Richard McKee
Ryan Donzelli
Ruth Ellen Butler & Gerald Butler*
Babette Gorman
Peter & Joanne Griesinger
Vince Hand & Ann Hagerman
Pat Hammel
Andrea Jones
Rosemary Joyce
Maryann & Roger Kafer
Jeremy King & Susan Studer King
Paul & Jane King
Calvin & Ilene Kunin
Alan & Susan Lapp
John Marshall & Angela Plummer
Jan Oakley
Joanne Osgood
Anne Powell Riley
The Richards Family
Helen Richards*
Martin Sabol
Donald & Jeanie Sampson
Lynn Schreiber*
Stephen Sedam & Virginia Weiss
Rick & Jan Segal
Jack Shaner
Michele Simmons & Josh Asbury
Jeanne Smith*
Joe Sommer
Wendy Stewart
Heather Taylor-Miesle & Don Miesle
Chris Thorman
Ellen Weston
Gene & Sandy Wright

*Deceased
To learn more about the Legacy 

Club, contact us at (614) 487-7506 or 
LegacyClub@theOEC.org

From OEC Alumnus, Stephen Sedam 
Executive Director 1977-1990, Board Member 2013-2019



Rich Shank, President, 
PhD
Aparna Bole, MD, FAAP
Al Compaan, PhD
Jade Davis, MA
Marianne Eppig
Peter Griesinger
Andy Jones, MS, CPM
Rebecca Karason
William Katzin, MD, PhD
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2018
Saved the Sawmill Wetlands 
from development in a court 
case that went all the way to 

the Ohio Supreme Court.

2015
Worked with Governor 

Kasich to cut toxic 
algae-causing phosphorus in 

Lake Erie by 40%.

Krista Magaw, MS
Graham Mitchell, MES
Carol Kauffman Nowlin, 
MA
William Ondrey Gruber, JD
Jennifer Sconyers, MA
Mike Shelton
Andrew Watterson, MA
Tom Winston, PE

Heather Taylor-Miesle, Executive Director
Jodi Segal, Deputy Director
Aryeh Alex, Vice President of Public Affairs
Victoria Baron, Executive Assistant
Kristi Boger, MPA, Director, Grants
Peter Bucher, Water Resources Director
Carol Davey, Regional Director, Southeast Ohio
Trish Demeter, Vice President of Policy, Energy
Trent Dougherty, Esq., General Counsel
Ricardo Granados, Public Lands Coordinator
Nathan Johnson, Esq., Director, Public Lands
Drew Kaufman, Development Coordinator
Cassie Kelly, Digital Organizer
Katalyn Kuivila, Development Assistant
Miranda Leppla, Esq., Clean Energy Attorney
Nicholas Mandros, Regional Director, Northwest Ohio
Alaina McCleery, Development Associate
Kristy Meyer, MS, Vice President of Policy, Natural 
Resources
David Miller, Ma, Director, Communications
Tamaliyapo Mphande, Events Coordinator
Devin Russell,  Finance Manager
Max Schaefer, Regional Director, Northeast Ohio
Dena Sico, Vice President of Development
Katie Stierwalt, Administrative Assistant
Chris Tavenor, Law Fellow
Chandra Yungbluth, Regional Director, Southwest Ohio

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

I gained a lot of unexpected 
knowledge about environmental 
issues during my internship for 
the OEC — and it's lead me on 
some amazing adventures. 

Following my internship, I 
studied permaculture at Kibbutz 
Lotan in the Arava region of 
Israel. Permaculture is a way of 
thinking and agriculture that 
utilizes natural patterns to 
protect and restore the planet 
while also serving the needs of 
people. 

For four weeks, I lived with 15 
international students in homes 
made of mud that were heated by passive solar energy. We cooked all 
of our meals using biogas from our food scraps and composted 
everything. 

Together we studied topics such as gardening, permaculture design 
techniques, sustainable leadership, and mud building. I saw 
connections to what I learned at the OEC everywhere. During one class 
on wastewater treatment, the teacher posed a question, “what is 
something you don’t want in your drinking water?” Before anyone else 
could even open their mouths, I blurted out, “polyfluoroalkyl 
substances!” 

Every single person looked at me in shock. No one had ever heard of 
PFAS, let alone had the ability to pronounce the term. And, to top it off, 
most of the people in the room didn’t speak English as a first language. 
I proceeded to give a 5-minute explanation about PFAS from what I 
learned as an intern and even shared a few articles. It was invigorating 
to watch my classmates add PFAS to their environmental priorities and 
to see cross-cultural connections being made around environmental 
issues.

Now, I am looking forward to further building upon the skills and 
knowledge that I gained at the OEC as I begin a Masters in Public 
Administration with a concentration in Environmental Policy in the fall. 

Photo provided by Marissa Lazaroff from her 
trip to Israel. 

From Former OEC Intern, 
Marissa Lazaroff

2019
Celebrating 50 years of the 

OEC and protecting the 
environment for all who call 

Ohio home!



We work very hard to ensure 
all donors are listed correctly; 
however, we do make mistakes. 
Please e-mail OEC@theOEC.org 
with any questions or corrections.

The OEC restricts contributions from 
individual businesses to less than 5% 
of our total operating budget and 
limits total business donations to 
less than 15%. The OEC requires all 
business donors to acknowledge that 
acceptance of a gift does not hinder 
or place limits on the OEC’s ability to 
comment on, litigate, or participate 
in processes related to any permit, 
legislation, policy, or related decision. 

Heroes $100,000 & above
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
The Energy Foundation
The George Gund Foundation
The Joyce Foundation

Sages $50,000 to $99,999
Clean Water for All Coalition
Environmental Defense Fund
League of Conservation Voters
League of Conservation Voters 

Education Fund
RE-AMP Network
The Wilderness Society

Leaders $10,000 to $49,999
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Meridith Beck
The Cleveland Foundation
Coalition for Redistricting Reform
The Conservation Alliance
Edwards Mother Earth 

Foundation
Marianne Gabel & Donald 

Lateiner
Andrea Jones
Joyce M. and Herbert W. Stielau 

Foundation
William E. Katzin & Katie Solender
Julie Lange Peyton
Maureen Lynch & Richard 

Lapedes
Ted & Carol Manley
Diana Prufer & Daniel Medalie
Meshewa Farm Foundation
Heather Taylor-Miesle & Don 

Miesle
National Wildlife Federation
Wynne Odell
Anne Powell Riley
Robert E. Holmes Natural 

Resources Fund of The 
Columbus Foundation

The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company

President’s Club $5,000 to 
$9,999

Anonymous (1)
Benua Foundation Field of 

Interest Fund of The Columbus 
Foundation

Capital Wholesale Company
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Beth Crane & Richard McKee
EarthShare Ohio
Clyde Gosnell & Louise Warner
Melodee Kornacker & Albert 

Moore
Tracee Laing & Paul Hammond
Mary Lazarus
Ohio Voice
Tom & Kathleen Leiden
Robert & Mary Maxwell
Naturepedic
The Richards Family
Rick Rosenthal & Nancy Stephens, 

Rosenthal Family Foundation
Sears-Swetland Family 

Foundation
Gina & Andy Stevenson

Champions $1,000 to $4,999
Anonymous (1)
Bob Allen
Barb Andreas & Dennis Cooke
Jay Ankeney & Julie Clayman
Apex Clean Energy Holdings, LLC
Daniel Barash & Maureen 

Zorndorf
Doug Bell
BFK Foundation
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central 

Ohio
Paul Bingle & Linda Paul
Ben Branch & Joan Campbell
Arthur V.N. Brooks
Cheri Brown & Pete Precario
Beth Buchanan & Bob Heath
Fran Buchholzer
Duane Buck & Ellen Rapkin
Jane Buder Shapiro & Eric Shapiro
Hal Candee
Cleveland and Cuyahoga County 

Port Authority
Community Shares of Mid-Ohio
Al & Mary Compaan
Conroy Funeral Home, Inc.
Patrick Coy
Jay & Meredith Crane
Kenneth Dahms
David & Inez Myers Foundation
Jack Davis & Vivian Witkind Davis
Tony Logan & Mary Duffey
Janis Dugle
Joan Eshler
Jill & Brandon Evans
Elinore Evans
Scott & Paulette Felker
John Funk
Ann Geddes
Babette Gorman
Suzanne Gray
Green Energy Ohio
Ellen Greene Bush
David Greer
Peter & Joanne Griesinger
Ann Hagerman & Vince Hand
Sue Hollingsworth
Hop Culture Magazine
JM2
Johnson Ohana Charitable 

Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Paul & Jane King
Sue & George Klein
Michael Kohr
Cindy Kuhlman-Voss & Charles 

Voss
Calvin & Ilene Kunin
Roger & Barbara Kussow
Paul & Carol Lamberger
Alan & Susan Lapp
Gary & Patti Leppla
Irwin & Heather Lowenstein
Maloney + Novotny
John Marshall & Angela Plummer
William & Aggie Martin
Annette McCormick
Graham & Sharon Mitchell
Steve & Amanda Morris
Jane Mykrantz
Bruce & Rebecca Nation

The Nature Conservancy in Ohio
Rick Neal & Tom Grote
Dan & Lori Nelson
New Morning Energy LLC
Newhouse, Prophater, Kolman & 

Hogan, LLC
Northstar Cafe
The Ohio State University
Rory & Dedee O'Neil
Bill & Lynn Ondrey Gruber
Partnership Financial
Puffin Foundation West, Ltd.
Ella Quintrell
Raven Rocks, Inc.
Janet & Bill Reeves
Larry & Janet Robertson
Pari Sabety & Mark Shanahan
Stephen Sedam & Virginia Weiss
Peter Seidel
Ron & Eileen Shanbrom
Rich & Kathy Shank
Mike & Gena Shelton
Elizabeth & John Sidorenko
Rich & Mary Sidwell
Paul & Betsy Sittenfeld
Karen & Michel Soubeyrand
Wendy Stewart
Ted & Frances Strickland
Tom & Tracy Tappan
James & Elizabeth Taylor
The Thomas C. & Mary Ann Hays 

Family Charitable Trust
M. Jane Toth
David Trout
Dick Tuttle
Maury Walsh & Beth Lenoble
Andrew & Randy Watterson
Chuck & Ann Wellman
David & Degee Wilhelm
Dave & Joanne Woodyard
Sierra Club

Protectors $500 to $999
Anonymous (1)
David Abbott
Louise Acheson & Kenneth 

Vinciquerra
Eugene Agan, Jr.
Dianne & Tracy Allen
Nancy Ambers Massar & George 

Massar
Cathie Atkinson
John Barber & Peggy Spaeth
Craig Bates
Battleground Research
Barbara Bayless
Jane Beathard
Daniel & Patricia Bedan
Karla Bell & Mark Wallach
Brian Blair & Susan Spinelli
Aparna Bole
Daniel & Amy Carey
John Carmichael
Richard & Becky Courtney
Laurie Coyle
Deborah R. Clark Charitable Fund
Janet Duerr & Steve Schafer
Kevin Eigel & Marcia Miller
Environmental Law & Policy 

Center
Mike Foley
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Cara Dingus Brook
Diana Fowler & Rob Thorn
Frito Lay, Inc.
Jim Gottfried
William Graham
Betty Green
Mark Gresham & Michelle Shinew
Chris Haines
Deborah Hall
Janet Hall
Pat Hartman
Joann & Philip Hawley
Ray & Pat Heithaus
Highlands Nature Sanctuary
Dan & Saun Imhoff
Nancy Jeffrey
Jo Ann Kaplan
Carol Kauffman Nowlin & Mike 

Nowlin
Benjamin Kile
Jill Jeffrey Kingsley
Michael Kirkman & Jean Atwood
Paul & Cathy Knoop
Ursula Korneitchouk
Lake Erie Energy Development Co.
Linda Larrimer & Hugh Westwater
Trip & Lexie Lazarus
Elyria Little
Peggy Malone
Ken Martin
Victoria McMillan
Johanna & Joseph Meara
Grant Morrow & Corde Robinson
Evelyn Newell
Nick & Roxanne Popovich
Maria Povsic
Robin Richmond
Michael Roberts
David & Jeanne Rouse
David & Laura Sangree
Jennifer & John Sauter
Marty & John Saveson
Alice Sherman
Robert & Gloria Sherman
Peggy Smith
Society of the Transfiguration
Starbucks Coffee Company
Steven Van Auken
Janet Velasco
Molly Wambold & Jon Young
Thomas Winston

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
This list represents only a fraction of the generous Ohioans who make our work possible. 

Below are listed our contributors of $500 or more between January 1, 2018 and December 31, 2018. 
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We want to hear from you! 
Help us celebrate OEC's 50th Anniversary by sharing 

your OEC story with us! Our donors, action takers, 
volunteers, and alumni are the foundation of this 

organization. Without you, we wouldn't be able to 
protect Ohio's air, land, and water. By sharing your 
story with us, you are helping us document OEC's 

history and greatest achievements.
Go to: www.theoec.org/50-years
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