
The study, commissioned by the Ohio Environmental Council
(OEC) and completed by Scioto Analysis, demonstrates that
for every dollar invested in lead service line removal in Ohio,
the state will see a public health and economic benefit of $32
to $45. The complete replacement of lead water pipes that
carry water into Ohioans’ homes and buildings will grow
Ohio’s economy between $145 and $185 billion over the the
next 15 years.

Unfortunately, Ohio ranks as one of the top states in
the country for lead service lines. As many as 8.1% of
lead service lines in the country are located in Ohio,
while only 3.6% of the U.S. population is in Ohio —
meaning this infrastructure issue has an outsized impact
on our health and economy. 

There are multiple efforts underway to eliminate lead
water lines that carry drinking water into our homes
and buildings across Ohio. At the federal level, the
Biden-Harris Administration has invested a historic $15
billion through federal programs like the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law with an estimated $735 million
coming to Ohio for lead line replacement through 2026.
At the state level, the DeWine Administration has
invested $4.5 million in lead line mapping and
replacement through the H2Ohio program.

The Lead Service Line Replacement Act will be soon
introduced into the 136th General Assembly and will require
all public water systems to fully replace lead service lines
within 15 years. The legislation includes other key provisions
to advance water affordability and workforce development
and to support water utilities in meeting the new
requirements. 
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